Les escaliers de Québec : jeu de jambes et désirs suspendus
(an artist book about Quebec City’s famous stairways)
International design bookbinding exhibition
 ARA Canada

Quebec City boasts nearly 30 sets of outdoor stairs that link the Upper Town with the Lower Town of the Old City.  Each stairway has its own name, personality and history. The oldest one is the "Escalier Casse-Cou" ("Neck Breaker Staircase"); it appears on architectural plans dating back to 1660. The longest one is the "Escalier du Cap-Blanc" staircase, leading to the Plaines of Abraham, with its 398 stairs. 
A remarquable book, Les escaliers de Québec, was published in 2008 as a joint venture between an author, a designer and a fine press master, to celebrate Quebec’s 400e anniversary. The accordeon book, or leporello, was hand set and printed on Somerset rag paper (250 g) in an edition of 25 copies, numbered 1 to 25, plus 12 hors-commerce copies, numbered 1 to 12. The type is Garamond 14 and Garamond bold 14. Each copy is illustrated by 11 original drawings. This is a truly unique artist book.
ARA-Canada invites bookbinders from all around the world, member and non-member, to purchase a copy of Les escaliers de Québec, and enter the exhibition to be held in fall 2012. Do not wait any longer, the copies will not last long.
Conditions of entry
1. The binder has to buy a numbered copy of Les escaliers de Québec.
2. First come, first served.
3. The binding, once closed, must not be larger than 25 cm x 30 cm. The binding must not   contain liquid, glass or fragile material. The binding’s weight must not exceed 4 kg.
4. Entry Fee: 
300 $ CND (ARA-member)         340 $ CND (Non ARA-member)

225 EUROS (ARA-member)       255 EUROS (Non ARA-member)
Inside Canada, payment is made by cheque in the name of ARA Canada. Outside Canada, payment is made by bank draft or money order, in the name of ARA Canada. Entry Form and Entry Fee must be mailed at the latest on September 15, 2011 (postmark will attest) to :
ARA Canada
C/o Ghislaine Bureau

1000, 3e Avenue, C.P. 52006

Québec (Québec) Canada  G1L 2X0
Website : www.aracanada.org     For additional information, please contact :ghisbureau@videotron.ca
5. Upon reception of Entry Form and Entry Fee, one (1) numbered copy of Les escaliers de Québec, signed by the author Luc Bureau, and the designer Ghislaine Bureau, will be mailed at your address. The Entry Fee also includes : a copy of the exhibition catalogue, an invitation to the opening, the return shipping of the binding at the end of the exhibition. The Entry Fee does not include the shipping of the binding from the binder to ARA-Canada nor the insurance. 
6. The design binding and the completed Entry Form must be received  by ARA Canada, at the above address, before May 1, 2012.
7. Insurance of the binding during shipping, both ways, and during the exhibition is under bookbinder’s expense. Packaging must be very solid, reusable for shipping back, all parts marked to the binder’s name. A return label with complete address must be included.
8. The signed Entry Form attests acceptation of the Conditions of Entry.
9.  Schedule:    September 15, 2011 – Last date to send Entry Form and Entry Fee

May 1, 2012 - Design binding must be in the hands of ARA Canada Septembre 28 to Octobre 26, 2012 - Exhibition at the Chrystine     Brouillet Library, Québec, Canada.
10.
Other venues of the exhibition to be posted later.
*    Entry Form and Identification Form available on www.aracanada.org 
